East Coast raid possibilities

Keep ethos, and aim to replicate quality of food (!), but trying to simplify some of the arrangements.

The main element is to base in one location, OK it isn't a circuit, but has the following advantages

· much easier logistics for all types of accommodation

· more flexibility in responding to varying weather conditions

· easier to cope with people doing part time involvement

· easier to keep to time for evening arrangements

Further simplification will come from

· limiting to trailer-sailers, maximum 30 boats– would prefer to have too many applicants and a waiting list

· envisage maybe 3 classes

· sail & oar

· slow

· fast

· limiting Raid involvement to liveaboard or camping only (if people want to rent a house or do B&B then they can and that is made easier with a base location raid)

Raid East Proposal

Proposed dates 1- 5 August – high water midday-ish

Idea is that morning – on rising tide – is spent exploring, afternoon race back on the tide.

Typical day runs are 20 miles, which should leave enough time for exploring & relaxing.

Wednesday:

Launch Woolverstone; sail round to Shotley to get sorted.

Supper at Shipwreck Bar (in Shotley)

Trailer parking available at Woolverstone; campsite ½ mile from Shotley.

Kit transported by van.

Thursday: 

Down Stour to Manningtree

Lunch at Stour SC, maybe via Holbrook creek

Back to Shotley

Supper Bristol Arms. Need one RIB

Friday:

Up Orwell to Ipswich

Lunch at Orwell SC

Back to Shotley, minibus to Pin Mill

Supper at Butt & Oyster

Saturday:

To Walton

Lunch at Walton & Frinton (or picnic in backwaters)

Back up to Woolverstone (haul out for leavers)

Supper at Royal Harwich YC

Sunday: 

Free sailing and haul out pm

